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Lens Arthur M. Schlesinger Christos Frentzos Richard Warner 1900- Van Alstyne

a new history  of  the united states that  turns american exceptionalism on its  head american empire  is  a

panoramic work of scholarship that presents a bold new global perspective on the history of the united states

drawing on his expertise in economic history and the imperial histories of britain and europe a g hopkins takes

readers from the colonial era to today to show how far from diverging the united states and western europe

followed similar trajectories throughout this long period and how america s dependency on britain and europe

extended much later into the nineteenth century than previously understood in a sweeping narrative spanning

three centuries hopkins describes how the revolt of the mainland colonies was the product of a crisis that

afflicted the imperial states of europe generally and how the history of the american republic between 1783 and

1865 was a response not to the termination of british influence but to its continued expansion he traces how the

creation of a u s industrial nation state after the civil war paralleled developments in western europe fostered

similar destabilizing influences and found an outlet in imperialism through the acquisition of an insular empire in

the caribbean and pacific the period of colonial rule that followed reflected the history of the european empires

in its ideological justifications economic relations and administrative principles after 1945 a profound shift in the

character of globalization brought the age of the great territorial empires to an end american empire goes

beyond the myth of american exceptionalism to place the united states within the wider context of the global

historical forces that shaped the western empires and the world

from mexico to vietnam from nicaragua to lebanon and more recently to kosovo east timor and now iraq the

united states has intervened in the affairs of other nations yet american leaders continue to promote the myth

that america is benevolent and peace loving and involves itself in conflicts only to defend the rights of others
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excesses and cruelties though sometimes admitted usually are regarded as momentary aberrations this classic

book is the first truly comprehensive history of american imperialism now fully updated and featuring a new

introduction by howard zinn it is a must read for all students and scholars of american history renowned author

sidney lens shows how the united states from the time it gained its own independence has used every available

means  political  economic  and  military  to  dominate  other  nations  lens  presents  a  powerful  argument

meticulously  pieced  together  from  a  huge  array  of  sources  to  prove  that  imperialism  is  an  inevitable

consequence of the u s economic system surveying the pressures external and internal on the united states

today he concludes that like any other empire the reign of the u s will end and he examines how this time of

reckoning may come about

bacevich  reconsiders  the  assumptions  and  purposes  governing  the  exercise  of  american  global  power

examining the presidencies of george h w bush and bill clinton as well as george w bush s first year in office he

demolishes the view that the united states has failed to devise a replacement for containment as a basis for

foreign policy

this volume introduces students to primary documents on american empire from a pivotal era of u s expansion

beyond the north american continent in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries along with covering a

wide range of places including cuba puerto rico and the philippines the documents touch on a wide range of

themes among them race citizenship civilization democracy cross cultural encounter and self determination

kristin hoganson s introduction provides the context essential to understanding this period and the ways in which

the echoes of 1898 still  reverberate today including in the reach of u s power and the composition of the

american people through a collection of sources representing the voices of those living under imperial rule as
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well as those imposing and opposing it students can consider the american imperial endeavors document

headnotes maps a chronology of american empire in the caribbean and the pacific questions for consideration

and a selected bibliography provide pedagogical support

a landmark history of postwar america and the second volume in the penguin history of the united states series

edited by eric foner in this momentous work acclaimed labor historian joshua b freeman presents an epic

portrait of the united states in the latter half of the twentieth century revealing a nation galvanized by change

even  as  conflict  seethed  within  its  borders  beginning  in  1945  he  charts  the  astounding  rise  of  the  labor

movement and its pitched struggle with the bastions of american capitalism in the 1940s and 50s untangling the

complicated threads between the workers agenda and that of the civil rights and women s movements through

the lens of civil rights the cold war struggle and the labor movement american empire teaches us something

profound about our past while illuminating the issues that continue to animate american political discourse

today

how could the united states a nation founded on the principles of liberty and equality have produced abu ghraib

torture memos plamegate and warrantless wiretaps did america set out to become an empire and if so how has

it reconciled its imperialism and in some cases its crimes with the idea of liberty so forcefully expressed in the

declaration of independence empire for liberty tells the story of men who used the rhetoric of liberty to further

their imperial ambitions and reveals that the quest for empire has guided the nation s architects from the very

beginning and continues to do so today

chronicles how far our foreign policy has come from the founders intentions details the threat to america s

security and prosperity posed by mortgaging our future to support the rest of the world and lays out a plan to
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strengthen our nation by restoring a foreign policy that adheres to the constitution publisher s website

the united states rose from a modest colonial power to a formidable world superpower but then it went into

decline m y demeri traces the major events that allowed a loosely held league of thirteen british colonies to

become a union of fifty states spanning the north american continent as well as alaska and hawaii the nation

would revolutionize world arts science technology space exploration and lead the digital revolution all while

promoting the ideals of democracy freedom and liberty but it also contributed to global conflicts a nuclear arms

race political upheavals and the financial collapse of world markets to this day it has failed to live up to its

promise of turning economic success and prosperity into social progress with more than two hundred charts

and tables this book examines where america has been what led to its decline and how a rising deficit soaring

health care and social security costs national security concerns and miscarriages of social justice pushed it into

decline more importantly however it offers solutions to reverse course before we witness the end of the rise and

decline of the american empire

six essays on the theme of empire and republic with particular focus on the national security state and the failure

of the u s economic system p

how american westward expansion was governmentally engineered to promote the formation of a white settler

nation westward expansion of the united states is most conventionally remembered for rugged individualism

geographic isolationism and a fair amount of luck yet the establishment of the forty eight contiguous states was

hardly a foregone conclusion and the federal government played a critical role in its success this book examines

the politics of american expansion showing how the government s regulation of population movements on the

frontier both settlement and removal advanced national aspirations for empire and promoted the formation of a
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white settler nation building an american empire details how a government that struggled to exercise plenary

power used federal land policy to assert authority over the direction of expansion by engineering the pace and

patterns  of  settlement  and  to  control  the  movement  of  populations  at  times  the  government  mobilized

populations for compact settlement in strategically important areas of the frontier at other times policies were

designed to actively restrain settler populations in order to prevent violence international conflict and breakaway

states paul  frymer examines how these settlement patterns helped construct  a dominant  racial  vision for

america by incentivizing and directing the movement of white european settlers onto indigenous and diversely

populated lands these efforts were hardly seamless and frymer pays close attention to the failures as well from

the lack of further expansion into latin america to the defeat of the black colonization movement building an

american empire reveals the lasting and profound significance government settlement policies had for the

nation both for establishing america as dominantly white and for restricting broader aspirations for empire in

lands that could not be so racially engineered

presents a collection of essays that look at the origins of american imperialism the influence the united states

has overseas and the future of imperialism

in america as empire jim garrison urges us to face up to the complexities and responsibilities inherent in the

indisputable fact that america is now the world s single preeminent power america garrison writes has become

what it was founded not to be established as a haven for those fleeing the abuse of power it has attained and

now wields near absolute power it has become an empire garrison traces the roots of the american empire to

the very beginnings of the republic in particular to the historic willingness of united states to use military might in

the defense of  two consistent  if  sometimes contradictory  foreign policy  objectives  protection of  american
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commercial interests and promotion of democracy how long can the american empire last garrison looks at

american history within the context of the rise and fall of empires and argues that the u s can gain important

insights into durability from the romans he details the interplay between military power political institutions and

legal structures that enabled the roman empire at it s apogee to last for longer than america has as a country

but the real question is what kind of empire can and should america be as the sole superpower america must

lead in shaping a new global order just as after world war ii roosevelt and truman took the lead in shaping a new

international order that international order is now crumbling under the pressures of globalization persistent

poverty terrorism and fundamentalism garrison outlines the kinds of cooperative global structures america must

promote if its empire is to leave a lasting legacy of greatness garrison calls for americans to consciously see

themselves as a transitional empire one whose task is not to dominate but to catalyze the next generation of

global governance mechanisms that would make obsolete the need for empire if this is done america could be

the final empire

blowback a term invented by the cia refers to the unintended consequences of american policies in this book

chalmers issues a warning america would do well to consider it is time for our empire to demobilize before our

bills come due

from mexico to vietnam from nicaragua to lebanon and more recently to kosovo east timor and now iraq the

united states has intervened in the affairs of other nations yet american leaders continue to promote the myth

that america is benevolent and peace loving and involves itself in conflicts only to defend the rights of others

excesses and cruelties though sometimes admitted usually are regarded as momentary aberrations this classic

book is the first truly comprehensive history of american imperialism now fully updated and featuring a new
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introduction by howard zinn it is a must read for all students and scholars of american history renowned author

sidney lens shows how the united states from the time it gained its own independence has used every available

means  political  economic  and  military  to  dominate  other  nations  lens  presents  a  powerful  argument

meticulously  pieced  together  from  a  huge  array  of  sources  to  prove  that  imperialism  is  an  inevitable

consequence of the u s economic system surveying the pressures external and internal on the united states

today he concludes that like any other empire the reign of the u s will end and he examines how this time of

reckoning may come about

a pulitzer prize winning historian discusses the cold war political parties the presidency and many broader

philosophical issues with incisive wit library journal a celebrated historian speechwriter and adviser to president

kennedy arthur m schlesinger jr draws on decades of astute observation to construct a dialectic of american

politics or as time magazine called it a recurring struggle between pragmatism and idealism in the american

soul the cycles of american history traces two conflicting visions of america experiment vs destiny through two

centuries of political evolution conflict and progress in this updated edition schlesinger reflects on the dawn of a

new millennium and how new social  and technological  revolutions could lead to a revolution in american

political cycles whatever the nation s political future it can benefit from the intelligence and regard for our

country s best traditions evident in these informed and humane essays the new york times displays the author at

his  best  trenchant  erudite  crisp  foreign  affairs  an  excellent  and  provocative  primer  on  the  challenges

surrounding the contemporary american political setting first rate history mixed with a strong sense of public

service the christian science monitor

the routledge handbook of u s military and diplomatic history provides a comprehensive analysis of the major
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events conflicts and personalities that have defined and shaped the military history of the united states in the

modern period each chapter begins with a brief introductory essay that provides context for the topical essays

that follow by providing a concise narrative of  the period highlighting some of  the scholarly  debates and

interpretive schools of thought as well as the current state of the academic field starting after the civil war the

chapters chronicle america s rise toward empire first at home and then overseas culminating in september 11

2001 and the war on terror with authoritative and vividly written chapters by both leading scholars and new talent

maps and illustrations and lists of further readings this state of the field handbook will be a go to reference for

every american history scholar s bookshelf

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of

civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly other

nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate

has a copyright on the body of the work scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be

preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public to ensure a quality reading experience this

work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements

with text in an easy to read typeface we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank you for

being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant
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